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Holystone 

A forest walk including Dove Crag and Lady's Well   

5.5 Miles 3.5 hours

OS Landranger Sheet 80 Start point NT 949023 

How to get there:  Take A696 north out of Newcastle upon Tyne and follow B6344 to Rothbury. Take the B6341 Rothbury to Elsdon road turning off right at Swinton. On entering holystone village take a left, the lane will take you to the Forest Enterprise Car Park. 

There are a number of walks through the forest and the "Red Route" is the most comprehensive.

My walk uses part of the "Red Route" in reverse; it gives a circular and simple way to encompass both Dove Crag and the Lady's Well. 

Start       From the Forest Enterprise car park Go right up the Lane to the left of the forest walks information board.

Go past the M.O.D. “private road sign” without trepidation; you will turn off long before reaching their perimeter. 

Continue up this lane, shown on maps as a stretch of Roman Road, and along past where the gradient levels off and take the path through the grass indicated by the sign to Lightpipe Hall. 

Pass through the old gateway and into the forest. You will come to a crossing of the ways, a "yellow route" track leads left uphill, ignore this and step over the stream and into the darkness. 

About 100 yards past this point Dove Crag and the "Fairy Well" are to your left. And they are certainly worth an exploration.
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Back on the main path go left and follow the path through the wood until you come to a red gravel track.     Go up and to the left on the gravel track. 

If however you wish to get back to the car park from here cross straight over and follow the path down, it eventually drops down by a delightful path through the North Wood. The North Wood reserve is a semi-natural, acid sessile oak wood, and is managed by the Northumberland Wildlife Trust

A few hundred yards up the gravel track to the left of the track there is an interesting boundary marker with T C engraved in large letters.

Continue up the track until the red gravel road turns left and downhill, our path is slightly right and on into the gap in the trees.

This will take you to a seat which when it was first placed will have had superb views across to Cheviot. It's still a welcome respite.

There is a path going off to the right at this point. Ignore it.
Continue down the woodland track it will join the gravel track again; just follow it straight down all the way to a gate.

Beyond the gate you will come to the Holystone to Harbottle minor road. 

A glance to the left from here and you can see the tops of the Harbottle Castle ruins.
Turn right and follow the road for about 900 yards past some recently cleared woodland it is possible for most of the way down here to walk an the grass verge.
Continue over a small rise. Woodhall farm is on your left and just beyond it and opposite there is a path indicated by a way marker, which will take you direct to the Lady's Well.

On leaving the well grounds turn immediately right and follow the path across the field to a gate.

Beyond this the path now meanders back to the main "Red Route" in the forest walk.

Turn left to complete the walk. The car park is just a few hundred yards away.   End  NBM 
If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
