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Northofthetyne.co.uk

Hepburn Woods, walk 2

Visiting   An iron age fort, Ros Hill castle and Ros hill woods

OS Landranger Sheet 75     Start point NU 073248
How to get there
Take the B6346 Alnwick to Chatton road. At Harehope Hall where B6346 indicates left, continue on past Old Bewick and turn east for Hepburn Woods where signposted. Stop at the Forest Enterprise car park
START      From the car park take the track past the gate barrier and left into the wood the walk goes up the hill over a stile and through some huge boulders to a picnic table with the best views in Northumberland. 


Past the picnic table there are the remains of a substantial Iron Age Fort.

The path goes slightly left out of the fort and heads across the heather moorland towards Ros Hill for about half a mile before coming to a minor road.

Across the road the path leads up Ros Hill. This was also the site of a prehistoric fort, hence the castle name .  The climb is steep in places.

The compensation for the climb is one of the best vantage points in Northumberland. Looking to the coast you can see all the major castles. To the east Cheviot and it's satellites.

Directly below to the north west are the grounds of Chillingham Castle where the wild White Cattle" can sometimes be seen.
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 The wall here is that of the Chillingham Castle estate keep it to your left and follow it down through the heather. 

Continue on as the trees of Ros Hill Wood join on the right.

Keep going down keeping the wall to your left, you will pass a boundary marker keep going. 

The walk turns right at a point where there is an old gateway. Go right, into the woods.  After about 200 yards you will come to a clearing. The path continues slightly left and over the clearing. 

You will emerge from the wood to great view of the coast and the Farne Islands 

From there turn right there is another boundary stone dated 1859 after about 60 yards.

Follow the fence and walk south climbing gently. 

The path turns right following the side of the wood. Follow it round to where there is an opening back into the woods.

Make your way though the wood following the path gently uphill. 

Through a clearing the path takes a left hand this goes directly to the stile that provides the exit from Ros Hill woods.

 Walk straight down to the road and turn left over the moor. 

Follow the road back past Ros hill on your right down the Hill and over the cattle grid left to the car park.

End.

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
