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Northofthetyne.co.uk

Hepburn Woods, walk 1

Visiting the Berthele's Stone an abandoned settlement and an iron age fort

OS Landranger Sheet 75     Start point NU 07324
How to get there
Take the B6346 Alnwick to Chatton road. At Harehope Hall where B6346 indicates left, continue on past Old Bewick and turn east for Hepburn Woods where signposted. Stop at the Forest Enterprise car park

START     
From the car park take the track up into the wood and follow it until you come to a junction. Continue ahead on the 'Red Route'. A few yards beyond the junction there is a deviation to the track signposted left up into the woods.
The path leads to the "Bertheles stone" a huge boulder that has at some time detached itself from the crags above.



The path continues through the wood and winds down and back to the main track, turn left to continue.



The track comes to another junction, the grassy "Red Route" going left. Take the "Green Route" right.


The track takes a right hand bend. After about 80 yards leave the track and cross left across a small stream 

Take a lightly marked path up through some slender trees for about 120 yards to a stile at the right hand of a fence. In the field beyond, the path roughly follows the right hand fence,and exits on to the moor, with a field to your right. 

Follow the path keeping the fence to your right and you will come to the abandoned settlement. The walk makes its way across the field up toward the outcrop at the south end of the Crags.

There is a gate in the wall about 200 yards below the summit Then left and downhill to the Start point

2

After getting to the top keep the fence line on your left until you come to a conveniently placed marker in the fence.

From the marker set off through the heather half right toward a stone outcrop on the horizon, there are a number of sheep paths. 

The gate to the next area will soon be seen ahead a few hundred yards to the left of the outcrop. 

Through the gate follow a heather track towards a copse of five birches the path meanders back toward the fence above the crags. 

It is always going towards a point to the left of Ros Hill seen in the distance

The path leads left to the site of and iron age fort. The path follows though the fort down to a picnic table which must have the best view for such a table in Northumberland. 

Past the picnic table the path drops down through some angular boulders, over a stile and down again to the main forest track. Turn right and walk back to the car park.
End

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk

