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Wark Circular

visiting Redesmouth, Buteland, Birtley.
OS Landranger Sheet 87 and 80  Start point NY 862771
Length 10 miles

How to get there
Wark village is on the B6320, 6 miles north of Chollerford and 5 miles south of Bellingham. Park by the village green.

START   From the village green, Cross the bridge across the North Tyne and turn left along the road. Turn right up the hill passing the cottage to your left.

At the top of the road take the road left signposted "Low Carry House"
 At the junction beyond "Thorneyhirst cottage", turn right up the road to a gate in the field on the left. Go through the gate and across the field to pass "High Carry House" on your left

Beyond the ruined farm there is a stile over it the track leads upward to the right.

Follow the line of the wall and continue down a field in the same general direction. Go through a gateway down onto the disused railway track and go right. Do not go straight across the railtrack as this leads to a wood that is currently not passable due to a landslip. Stay on the disused line until you reach the railway bridge over the road at Haugh
Turn off the track right through a gate. Then left and under the bridge and down to the Heugh Burn, ford.

 Follow the road up to a cottage with a large conservatory, go left here down to a wooden gate and through into a wood. This is Countesspark Woods a delightful walk along to the riverbank at Brocks Haugh
Don’t be tempted to use the cabin by the river with a picnic table as it is on land owned by the Duke of Northumberland  only the path is permissable so stick to it.
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The path makes it's way back to the railway track and along to Redesmouth.

Through what was a railway yard, complete with a playful signal. 

Just before the railway engine sheds turn right and  go along the new “right of way”.
Continue along the “right of way” and right at the road junction.

Along past the trees take the stile right. and cross the field over a couple of more stiles and up to Buteland. 

At Buteland left down the road and straight on across the field. 

Follow the track round and up to the left past an old quarry. At the road gate go right and at the corner where the road goes left continue through a gate and pass down the field following the wall on your right.

Cross the head of Prestwick Burn and on up to the road.

Turn right along the road passing "Lowshield Green Farm" and on to a gate right before "Pittland Hills Farm" There are two direction markers at the gate take the path left across the field. Not the one along the wall.

Take the path across the burn and follow it along and up to a road. 

Do not take the road, but follow the direction of the Birtley signpost and cross the field over the hill to a stile. Then left on the road.

 Take the road right and through Birtley. (Another well placed bench.It has been here since at least 1953)

At the far end of the village go right through a stile opposite the church and take a narrow path downhill. 

The site of Birtley Castle (An ancient Motte and Bailly Castle) is to the left of the path. Take the path down to a stile over a burn and follow the path over the next hill and down to the road. 

Follow the road downhill and back to Wark.   End
If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
