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Thirwall 1  Circular

Visiting :-    Chapel House,  Gap, Gilsland, Irthing House, Currys Rigg, Barron House. and Thirwall Castle
OS Landranger sheet 86 NY 659 662

Length 5.5 miles  3.5hrs  Moderate walking

How to get  there
Park in Thirlwall Castle car park, half way between Greenhead and Longbyre along the B6318.

Start:- From the car park walk down the road towards Longbyers. Ignore the Penine Way Stile to the left of the Road and continue for about two hundred yards to a Stile high up on the bank to the left of the road.
Follow the line of the ditch to Chapel House over various stiles.

The path continues right over a bridge and through the side of the farmyard.

Following a short stretch of road the walk continues over another stile.

Follow a the track into Gap . Take the Road right and round to the next stile. 

There is now a quite spectacular stretch of the ditch.

Beyond the gated stile you will come to a minor road. Cross it and continue. The path goes right towards Crooks.

Don't go under the railway line but take the left hand gate down to the Poltross Burn and up again to the Milecastle. This is Milecastle 48
Be careful crossing the main Newcastle/Carlisle railway line. 

The path from the line leads left across a field, over a slate bridge and to the left of the School building ahead.

Across the road there is a long section of the Wall worth a look.

Leaving the wall section, go back to the road and follow it downhill into Gilsland.

Cross the bridge and opposite the post office take the riverside path to Irthing House.
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Through the Irthing House grounds, continue on and through the gate on the opposite side of the road. 

This leads across a field to a country lane. Go left up the lane. The famous Gilsland Spa Hotel can be seen over the Irthing valley to the west.

Stay on the lane to a gate on the right, where the signpost shows left to Longbyers 1 1/2 miles, follow the track over Curry's Rigg, across the moor.

Continue over another stile and drop down to Barron House farm.

Through the farmyard go down the lane and over the stile left at the bottom bend. 

Then cross the field ahead to a bridge. Go over the bridge and follow the path beside the Pow Charney Burn, left. It leads to a railway crossing but continue on the path to the left, parallel to the line.

Follow the path left over some wooden bridges and up the hill.

The path climbs up and to the left of Wood House Farm.

Up here, there are great views on all sides, none better than the Nine Nicks of Thirwell, to the south east.
From Wood House Farm take the road south, down to Thirwall Castle.

Follow The road past the Castle and take the path through the gate along to where the Tipalt Burn is joined by the Pow Charney Burn. 

Cross the railway line Taking great care.

Walk back to the road and left to the car park. 

End

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
