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Location OS Landranger sheet 81 NZ 071824
Shaftoe Crags Nr. Bolam

Start and finish Bolam West Houses

4.5Km 1Hr.15min

Park at Bolam West Houses. There is limited parking at the side of the road before turning into the lane leading to the walk, and remembering there are residents, there is often some space in the lane near the cottages.

The Lane proceeds past some interesting multi-stem beeches. A symptom of previous coppicing.

Across a cattle-grid and the lane leads left and then left again up and over a rise and down to the farm at East Shaftoe Hall. This is a working farm and care should be taken passing through.

The lane turns immediatly left from the farm and passes up in front of the Hall. opposite the Hall is a disused walled garden. I took the picture having peeped in. On the left continuing up the lane the snowdrops were in profusion. The path now rises up past some cottages. and through a gate onto the fell.

The main path leads up and to the right but only about 100 yards up and to the left is a small birch wood where the first of some crags can be found. with views down to the A696 a surprising distance below.

Back down to the path on the right and it continues over the hill past an old holly tree. Up to the right of this spot there is a trig point with the first views NW to Wallington Hall.

The builing to the left is Seaton Grange and interestingly has a PO Telephone box in the garden but I doubt it's for public use.

The path continues to follow a wall on the left.

Above and to the right are some some spectacular crags and stones almost like prehistoric monsters from some angles.

The path cotinues to follow the wall and makes it's way towards a lone pine beyond which is a gully, part of the old "drovers road" used in the distant past.
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The map shows this hill top as the site of an ancient settlement.

Don't go through the gully but climb up the left and across the fell top to see an interesting solitary stone. placed there by a Colonel R. Atkinson in honour of Queen Victoria's Jubilee in 1887.

There are good views here across to Wallington Hall and also to the north and west beyond.
North of the Jubilee stone there are more crags well worth a look.

Make your way back up the hill with the jubilee stone to your right, You will see a wall to your right. Stay parallel the wall and make your way down to the Lang Byres
From the Long Byres a path will take you gradually down and to the right where there is a gate through the wall.

Turn to the left to make your way back to the farm approach road.
Before continuing back to the start.
To the right of the road to the SW you can now see a small hill with a standing stone at the top.

Access is not straightforward and there were a number of sheep in the field at our visit, so perhaps avoid in the lambing season, but there is a gate at the NW corner of the field near to the road you are now on.

The standing stone is next to a tumulus and this is one of the most famous Archeological sites in Northumberland.

This is known as "The Poind and His Man". The story goes that there were originally two stones and the other can now be found in the Japanese garden at Wallington Hall.

Make it back to the road and back to the start.

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
