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Holy Island  Lindisfarne

Location OS Landranger sheet 81 NU 127421

Start and Finish :-  Village car park

6Km ( 3.7Miles) 1.5Hr.

How to get there from A1 Approx 6.5 miles south of Berwick upon Tweed. 

Be aware of the Tide tables when planning a visit. In the months December to February you can park in the central car park. Outside of those months the Carperks are now to the left of the road as you approach the village.
Start The walk commences from any of the car parks, follow the signs to the Priory on the south side of the village.
Pass beyond the market cross. The Priory and its museum are ahead. 

This walk takes the lane to the right. Go up this short lane and turn left at the top.

You will have the grounds of the local church St. Andrews on your left. The path drops down to the right and then left and up onto the Heugh. 

The island to the right is St. Cuthbert's Island ( Hobthrush) his retreat, from the pressures of his bishop's duties in the 7th century he was appointed in 673.

From the Heugh there are views to the mainland, south to Bamburgh and a look down into the Priory grounds.

Continue over the top of the Heugh past the coastguard building, a storm beacon and war memorial and drop down left.

Follow the Path down and go left along a path/grassy road through the rows of upturned old boats, tar covered and converted to sheds. This path follows round to the right and joins the road going towards Lindisfarne Castle.

Through the latch gate below the Castle. Take the path up right to the Castle entrance and take advantage of the views south.

Having passed the castle the path drops down to the left past the rocky outcrop where the first castle was thought to stand.

Before going down to join the pathway to the left. you might consider a look at the lime kilns down on Castle Point the storm beach on the right. Small fossils found on this beach (crinoids) are locally called St. Cuthbert’s beads.

The Kilns were built by a Dundee firm in the 1850's. The tramway used to bring the lime from a quarry on the north side of the island is the next part of the walk.

Rejoin the track, which sits up above the surrounding land, on the north side of the castle. Go over a wooden bridge and follow the track round to a gateway.

Before you go through the gate you might find some stones interesting. Laid out on the grass to the right there are stone figures. I think they are to signify the completion of pilgrimages to the Island. Lindisfarne marks is the end of St. Cuthberts Way.

Someone may let me know if they signify some thing else. NM Dec 08.
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The walk continues north to Emanuel Head this is marked by a white navigation pyramid. You will pass a signpost pointing left, this path is the return path to the village having retraced your steps from the Pyramid. 

From the signpost take the grassy track over the brow and follow it past Lilburn’s Cottage to the T junction, turn left and follow the road back to the appropriate car park

End Dec 2008

There are other tracks through the dunes and around the Lough to get back to the village but I have selected the most secure.

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
