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Blanchland 2  Circular

Visiting :- Cote House Farm, Birkside Fell, Carriers’ way. Blackburn Head, Beldon end Plantation, Newbiggin, Baybridge, Blanchland  The walk crosses Access Land and may not always be available to the public there are stretches where Dogs are not permitted. Visit www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk or call 0845 100 3298 for up to date info on restrictions.
OS Landranger Sheet 87   Start point NY 862771
Length 11Km  - 7 miles  Moderate walking (5.5 miles short route)
How to get there From A68 south of Corbridge take B6306 west through Edmonbyers (Sharp right in the village take your time) continue about 4 miles on to car park in Blanchland village
Start:- Turn left from the car park, go up the road and then take the lane first left. The gate-post has a sign for Cote House Farm.
Follow the road up through the farm buildings and continue up this lane to turn left through the wooden gate at the top.

Follow the path along the side of the fields to a stile. Over the stile take the road up to the right and continue up at a Y junction. this will lead you to a water treatment station. ( There is a good view over to Pennypie House)
Follow round the grounds of the station to the left and take the path across the Fell

Follow the track through a couple of gates, I only found one way marker but in good weather it is easy to follow, and it will bring you to the Carriers’ Way. Take this track left. (Blanchland Walk 1 comes to this point and the onward walk could act as an alternative completion for that walk )The Carrier”s Way is quite easy to follow.

The Carrier's Way will bring you to a gate and a path up to a bothy at Blackburn Head used to accommodate shooting parties during the season (12 August to 10th December)
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The walk can now take two routes.
1. Continue on the Carrier's Way. From above the bothy take the track right and after a few hundred yards take the fork left.

2.  Continue straight up the hill past the grouse shooting stands follow the light coloured track over and down Newbiggin Fell to join the Beldon Shields track at NY 934 497 this will shorten the walk by approx 2.5Km
Route 1. Follow the carriers way across Hope Fell and you will see a wood ahead and to the left. The Carriers way continues south west. Head for the right hand end of the wood.
Follow the side of this wood (Beldon End Plantation) along to the left, there is a wide track through the grass. The track leads down and to the right, following the side of the wood, this could be a bit muddy if the weather has been particularly wet. It leads down to a track which is almost certainly an old road as there are milestones marked R 1 M and R 2 M passed at the side of this road when you take it left towards Newbiggin Hall.
The "R" on the Milestone would seem to stand for Riddlehamhope
The walk follows this track through a few gates along to Newbiggin with views south over the Beldon Burn.
“Route 2" joins this walk towards the end of the long straight as it passes the conifer wood.
In Newbiggin, left at the junction in the farmyard leads down the road to Baybridge passing Newbiggin Cottage and on the left a deconsecrated church.

At the junction, the road is the B6306, turn right and with care cross the road to take the marked footpath along the Northumberland bank of the Beldon Burn.
The riverside path takes you into Blanchland, turn left up through the village back to the car park.                     End
If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
