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www.northofthetyne.co.uk

Blanchland 1  Circular

Visiting :-    Shildon,  Pennypie House, Birkside Fell, Cote House Farm.  The walk crosses Access land and may not always be available to the public there are stretches where Dogs are not permitted. Visit www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk or call 0845 100 3298 for up to date info on restrictions.
OS Landranger Sheet 87   Start point NY 862771
Length 5 miles  Moderate walking

How to get  there
From A68 south of Corbridge take B6306 west through Edmonbyers (Sharp right in the village take your time) to car park North through village.

Start:- Turn right from the car park, cross the road and then take the first lane, left. Follow the way sign immediately left again.    

Take the path and follow it uphill, turning left before the cottages

The path is steep here, but is the only steep stretch of the whole walk. 

The path joins a grassy track going left.

At the highest part of this track a footpath turns up through the bracken to a gate.

Through the gate follow the fence left, down along the side of the field and on the grassy track to a metal gate. Beyond this gate the path leads past a shed and cottage gardens to another gate.

This is Shildon. Take the roadway down toward the old Iron Mine and take a right following the road up the hill towards Pennypie House.
This first part of the walk can be covered by going left out of the Car park and walking up the road past the “dead end road sign” this is a more gentle climb,. but no where near as satisfying)
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Take the gate left at the Pennypie House corner. 

Beyond the gate take the road going right, to the next corner a few hundred yards on, to where a direction sign points left over Bulbeck Common to Burntshield Haugh.      Take this path.

The path crosses the common to a ladder stile. Take the track left, on the other side of the wall .

As the track comes over the brow of Burntshieldhaugh Fell there are excellent views down and across the valley of the Devil’s Water. 

Go through a gate in the wall and follow the track south. This track is a stretch of the ancient "Carriers’ Way"

Take the path going left leaving the Carriers’ Way at the way marker. *(Blanchland 2 walk joins at this point and could be used as an alternative return to Blanchland) Follow this path east across Birkside Fell to a wooden gate.

Before the gate, down to the left on the fell is a superb sheepfold, accessible over a stile. A detour is recommended
Following the track beyond the gate will bring you to another gate and on again to a stone enclosure.  

Pass around the enclosure to the right and take the road downhill to a stile on the left leading back to Blanchland.

Beyond the stile.The path leads to a gate. Follow the road to the right, down through Cote House Farm
Follow the road down and turn right back to the car park in Blanchland. 

End

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
