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Belford- St.Cuthbert’s Circular Walk

Belford-Swinhoe Farm-Cockenheugh- St.Cuthbert’s Cave-Swinhoe Farm-Craggy Farm-Belford

Location OS Landranger sheet 75 NU 106338

Start and Finish: -  Wooler Road, Belford   12Km (7.5Miles) 4.5Hr.

How to get there-   Belford is off the A1. Park on the B6349 Park at the side of the road beside the terraced houses opposite the Community Club on the Wooler road 
Start Cross the road and take the narrow lane to the left of the Community Club.

Follow the lane to where it passes over a stream and take the gate to the left. Follow the path beside the stream and continue along stone path and field margin to a kissing gate where the walk turns to the right and follows the fence.

At the end of the first field the gate is down to the right  across a muddy patch through a kissing gate and along the narrow field side path and over a stone stile.

Cross the track that leads to Craggy Farm (seen to your right) and  make your  way up and slightly left over the brow of a hill.

There is a signpost with the signs a bit worn against a wall. The signs show a path along the along the line of the wall or over the brow to the left. Take the left route.

Over the brow the path drops down to a kissing gate on your left, through the gate, follow the right side of the field round and down to reach a further stile in the field hedge. 
Over the stile the path now makes its way along a field margin and aver another stile meanders through some scrubby and bracken covered ground over another stile and proceeds in almost straight line to Swinhoe Farm.

From the high ground just before dropping down to the farm on a good day there is a view of Lidisfarne Castle.

Through the farmyard take the broad lane up to the left and follow it beyond Dick's Walls passing through two gates. Through the final gate into the woodland the track continues around to the right.

It passes along the west side of Cockenheugh Crags the views across to Cheviot are excellent and there are some wonderful sandstone outcrops with easy access from the path further along, these are well worth an exploration. 
We took the opportunity to have our "half-way" picnic here.
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Back down to the track follow it right, round and it leads to a wooden gate into the National Trust area surrounding St. Cuthbert's Cave. 
This large space which seems to be supported by a small stub of sandstone has engraved grafitti dating back to the 18th Century.

Take the path up to the left of the cave  and use the stile over the wire fence. Beyond the stile there is a track going up to the right  follow it over the hill to a wooden gate.

Through this gate there is another gate on immediately on your the left into a field where the St.Cuthbert's Way turns right down the hill.

Before going down the hill it is worth a climb up onto the crags to the left where views to both to east and west are superb.

Follow the lightly marked path down the gentle slope; through a double gate at the bottom  and climbing on the other side a metal gate before going over another brow and beyond some gorse bushes.

The walk now goes slightly right to join the track running across in front of the crags to your right. Cross over to it where it is most convenient.

This track leads round into woodland and past Swinhoe Lakes the lakes are on private land and only Upper Swinhoe Lake is visible. The track leads back to Swinhoe Farm.
Back at Swinhoe Farm turn left and follow the road down to where there is a Y junction, the track to the right being grassy and the direction to take. 
The pathway to take back to Belford through Square Wood is a few hundred yards down this track and is clearly signed Belford 1.5 M.

In Square Wood take the right at a Y junction and proceed through a gate into a field. Continue directly ahead with Sunnyside Crag to your left through a couple of gates to Craggy Farm. This road leads directly on to Westhall Farm.
Having passed through Westhall yard turn left at the end and follow the lane back to the Wooler road in Belford.
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If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
