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Allen Banks and Staward Gorge via Plankey Mill

Location OS Landranger sheet 87 NY 798641
Start and Finish :-  Allen Banks National Trust car park

9Km (5.5 Miles) 4Hr.
How to get there From East: A69 from Newcastle, 4 1/2 K past Haydon Bridge,take left turn at Crow Hall, From West: A69 from Carlisle 8K beyond Haltwhistle, take right turn at Crow Hall.

Pass under railway bridge then immediately left past Ridley Hall.
Start The walk commences immediately, south, out of the car park and along the west bank of the River Allen.
Pass the suspension bridge. (there is a loop to the other side from Plankey mill)
Follow the path and using the new bridge, cross the River Allen at Plankey Mill
From the bridge the walk continues across the field to the right through a new-fangled gate and into a meadow. 

There are a couple of access points  to the right of the path leading to views of the River Allen 

The path, having crossed a footbridge, drops down to a waypost with the word PEEL carved on the side.

This walk continues to the right passing an old lime kiln, and follows the river round a long bend.

At an old gateway now just the two old stone pillars take the path left with a mossy wall on your left. 

The energetic wishing to make a visit to the remains of STAWART PEEL  will find a path on the right that climbs up to the Peel a little way down this track.  (Be prepared to puff and pant !) 
Back at the PEEL marker retrace your steps back to the NT car park.
If keen to go further. This adds about another mile.

From the gateway where you turned left towards the Peel you will see a track going straight on. This track leads  uphill where eventually a yellow waymarker  points to a drop down quite a steep path to the river and  the path at the bottom leads to the Cupola bridge
***********************

If you enjoyed the walk or have any observations that you think might benefit other walkers please leave a message on my website guestbook or email me at administrator@northofthetyne.co.uk
